Alaska Announces 2008 Arctic Winter Games Badminton Team
The recent Arctic Winter Games badminton try-outs may have been Alaska’s sporting event of the season! 

Alaska had its best turn-out ever, with a total of 14 top badminton players showing up to vie for one of the prestigious spots on the eight person team. Players competed in a round-robin singles tournament to determine who will go to Yellowknife, NWT this March to represent Alaska. Many of the matches went to a third game, and as a result the tournament stretched an hour past its designated time slot at the UAF Patty Center. A high level of competition and sportsmanship was upheld by all.
The Arctic Winter Games is a high profile, circumpolar sport competition for northern and arctic junior athletes. Alaska, Canada, Russia and Greenland send teams to the games. The event takes place every two years and offers 18 categories of sporting events ranging from badminton to basketball to dog mushing and snowboarding. To learn more about the Arctic Winter Games, visit www.arcticwintergames.org.
As a result of the tryouts, the 2008 team will include: 
Under 16 boys: John McDermott* and Ryan Rostad
Under 16 girls: Julia Sherman and Sarah Sherman
Under 19 boys: Riley Leonard* and Sam Schmoker
Under 19 girls: Darcy Baecker* and Elle Reinhard.* 
*Competed in the 2006 Arctic Winter Games
Athletes will play singles, doubles, and mixed doubles within their age groups at Arctic Winter Games.  Nationally ranked Piotr Mazur will be the head coach of all athletes, as well as being the boys’ coach. Laura Nutter will serve as girls’ coach. Paul Canarsky is the sport coordinator.
Congratulations to all new and returning athletes of Team Alaska badminton!
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Back row: Laura Nutter (coach), Ryan Rostad, Riley Leonard, John McDermott, Sam Schmoker, Piotr Mazur (coach). Front row: Darcy Baecker, Sarah Sherman, Julia Sherman, Jenna Powers (alternate) and Elle Reinhard.
