USA Badminton Coaching Department Formally Formed

After almost a year and a half of meeting people from the badminton community from around the USA, Mohan Subramaniam, USA Badminton (USAB) Coaching Consultant was successful in getting together a team of volunteers with various skills and the desire to develop badminton in the USA. Initially, the department started off as the Coach Education Department (CED) to help in the development of coaches while integrating with Athlete Development. The concept was presented at the USAB Board Meeting and also to the USOC in 2004. The current department includes Regional Coaching Directors (RCD), High Performance Coaches and a Technical Support Team. 

Late in 2004, Mohan said, “USA is too big and it makes no sense to have one person going around doing coach development and coordinating athlete development activities.” By meeting many people over the period of a year and a half, Mohan was able to identify key personnel in each region with specific expertise in a variety of areas in order to launch the CED. It was felt that a genuine openness to develop the sport could be shown only through the efforts of a team rather than individually. Mohan went on to say, “There are people who have the skills and the genuine desire to help the sport. So, why restrict? I believe every coach in the athlete development system is “world class.” If we saw Howard Bach play world class last year, then the coach who worked with him when he was a junior, Dick Ng, is world class.”

Every coach has something to contribute at different phases of an athlete’s development. Hence, the CED was renamed the USAB Coaching Department (CD) which will come directly under the USAB Coaching Committee. Under this new name, the CD team will be responsible for both coach and athlete development programs.”

In the beginning of his evaluation of the USA system, Mohan observed that there were people willing to contribute but lacked the direction, avenue and opportunity to help Badminton grow. Specific people with positive attitudes, key skills and a team perspective to develop badminton in the USA were sought out. It was felt that Badminton needed positive team leaders who would be able to work closely together in order to appropriately take Badminton out of the backyards and into the arenas of the USA. 

Mohan specifically sought, “… leaders who will motivate others to be leaders.” As a result of those efforts, we finally have them. The current Coaching Department consists of the following Regional Coaching Directors (RCD): Region 1 - Richard Shingles, Region 2 - Alex Mathew, Region 3 - Mike Gamez, Region 4 - Eric Lee and Region 5 - Andy Gouw. Their primary responsibility will be to oversee the coordination of coach and athlete development activities in their respective regions and will work closely with one another, the Technical Coordinator and the USAB office. For the purpose of effective coordination, three key positions were identified – Eric Lee (Coaching Coordinator), Andy Chong (Technical Coordinator) and Abi Bautista (Resource Manager). Andy will be further supported by the Junior Committee Chair, Fred Coleman and the High Performance Coaches. 

After two coach educator workshops over the past year, a third and final workshop was held at the USOC OTC in Colorado Springs from October 5-8, 2006 to consolidate and confirm the formation of the CD. Paisan Rangsikitpho, (USAB Coaching Chair and BWF Events Committee Chair) was present to make the official confirmation and presentation of certification. The USAB Coaching Department wishes to thank the USOC for their support especially, Cathy Sellers (USOC Coaching Manager), Kirsten Peterson (Sport Psychologist), Mike Favre (Conditioning Specialist) and Scott Novack (USA Taekwondo High Performance Director) for their presentations. Special thanks go out to the USAB staff for their constant help to prepare for the workshop, Steve Kearney for representing USBEF and finally but not the least, to the Caffery Family on behalf of USAB for their continuous support of coach development in the USA.”
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Regional Coaching Directors (RCD) +pictures
· Richard Shingles

Region 1
richard.shingles@usabadminton.org 
· Alex Mathew

Region 2
alex.mathew@usabadminton.org 

· Mike Gamez

Region 3
michael.gamez@usabadminton.org 

· Eric Lee


Region 4
eric.lee@usabadminton.org 

· Andy Gouw

Region 5
andy.gouw@usabadminton.org 

Regional Coaching Directors (RCDs) are responsible for all Coach and Athlete Development initiatives within their respective regions. They will work closely with their respective Regional Directors (RD), CC and TC.

General Responsibilities:
· Manage the courses and update changes
· Coordinate courses within the region or national
· Organize coaching seminars, conferences or workshops at regional levels and national level
·  Ensures that register is accurate by providing input and feedback to USAB

· Advice and guide participants to take courses suitable for their level

· Work with the CC and TC to organize Athlete Camps within regions
Coaching Department Administration

· Eric Lee


Coaching Coordinator
 (CC)   Responsible for coordinating the 

CD and Coach Development                                     Initiatives with RCDs 

· Andy Chong

Technical Coordinator (TC)  
Responsible for coordinating the 

HPCs, Athlete Development Initiatives and provides advise on technical matters.

· Abi Bautista

Resource Manager                  Responsible for coordinating 

Resource Development.  

Main Coaching Department Contacts

· Paisan Rangsikitpho
Coaching Committee Chair
paisanr@gmail.com
· Peggy Savosik

Programs Director

peggy@usabadminton.org
· Mohan Subramaniam
Coaching Consultant

mohansubra@gmail.com
· Eric Lee


Coaching Coordinator

eric.lee@usabadminton.org


Andy Chong 

Technical Coordinator
andy.chong@usabadminton.org
High Performance Coaches

· Cai Zi Min






Responsible for Team USA

· Andy Chong

CD Technical Coordinator
Responsible for USAB 

Back Up Squad

· Wendy Carter





Back Up Squad

· Melinda Keszthelyi




Responsible for USAB

Development Squad

· Kevin Hussey





Development Squad

· Joy Kitzmiller





Development Squad

· Arthur Zhu





Development Squad

· Kevin Han






Specialist Sparring HPC

· Tony Gunawan





Specialist Sparring HPC

· Halim Haryanto Ho 




Specialist Sparring HPC

· Lee Joo Hyun





Specialist Sparring HPC

· Bang Soo Hyun





Specialist Sparring HPC

· Cindy Shi






Specialist Sparring HPC

The High Performance Coach (HPC) is a pool of certified coaches with different expertise and experience from around the country. 

Among their responsibilities:

· Provide expert support for USAB National Squads (Team USA, Back Up and Development Squads)

· Play the role of Tutor Coaches in running CD Coaching Courses

· Provide support to the RCD in their coach and athlete development initiatives

Technical Support Team

· Abi Bautista

Resource Manager

· Feng-Ru, Sheu

Resource Production Advisor

· Fred Coleman

Junior Athlete Development Advisor

The CD Technical Support Team is made up people with different expertise who provide advisory service on resource development and on also on Junior Athlete Development Initiatives. 

